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Syria since 1855, that lie might organize the new enterprise.
A board of trustees was formed in the United States, and
the institution was incorporated under the laws of the State
of New York. Those were strenuous war times in America,
but sufficient money was collected there and in England to
begin the college in 1866. It was started in a hired house
with sixteen students and two teachers besides Dr. Bliss.
All instruction was given through the medium of the Arabic
language, though French and English formed part of the
curriculum. Arabic also was the language of the Medical
Department, inaugurated the next year. In 1882, however,
owing principally to the difficulty of keeping up with the
times in the translation of text-books, the language of the
college was changed to English. This change immensely
widened its scope and thus was prophetic of its present de-
velopment. In its early days the students were confined
to Syrians, Egyptians, and dwellers in other Arabic-speaking
lands. To-day more than a dozen nationalities are rep-
resented, including seventy Armenians and one hundred
Greeks. The geographical area from which come the eight
hundred and seventy-four students enrolled in 1911 ex-
tends from the Ural Mountains to the Soudan, and from
Greece and Egypt to Persia and India. There are six reg-
ular departments for boys and men: Preparatory, Aca-
demic, Commercial, Medical, Pharmaceutical, arid Dental.
The Academic Department, or School of Arts and Sciences,
includes a teachers' course. The Training School for
Nurses is in connection with a system of hospitals where
the medical students may study various diseases and where
the sick flock from all over the land. The members of the
corps of instruction and administration number seventy-
seven- Of these forty-one are Americans, twenty-five
Syrians, four Swiss and French, three Greeks, two
British, and two Armenian. The Department of Biblical
Archaeology offers inducements to students from Europe
and America to study the antiquities of Syria on the spot.
Turkish diplomas are issued to such medical graduates as
pass the examinations conducted by a special commission
sent by the Imperial Medical School of Constantinople.